Back to the Future®

Sherard Cowper-Coles

Former British diplomat. From 15 May 2007 until April 2009 served as ambassador to Afghanistan in Kabul. From 2009 to 2010 was
appointed as the Foreign Secretary’s Special Representative to Afghanistan and Pakistan. After retirement, in 2011 he became BAE
Systems” international business development director, focusing on the Middle East and south-east Asia”. He is the author of the book
“Cables from Kabul: The Inside Story of the West's Afghanistan Campaign”.

Resumo
Regresso ao Futuro

E inquestionavel o facto de o Ocidente ter deci-
dido intervir militarmente no Afeganistdo em
Outubro de 2001 sem ter uma ideia clara sobre
as consequéncias de tal decisao, bem como
poderia mais tarde vir a retirar-se deste teatro
de operagdes. Sem se aperceber, o Ocidente
envolveu-se num conflito multidimensional e
com multiplos actores que se digladiam entre si
ha vérias décadas.

Este é um conflito que coloca em confronto varias
forgas politicas afegas, o Islao com o secularismo,
a tradicdo com a modernidade, as cidades com
as zonas rurais, os Sunitas com os Xiitas, os
camponeses com os némadas, os Pashtuns com
os Tadjiques, os Uzbeques com os Hazaras. O
conflito ird continuar a nao ser que estas diades
dialécticas sejam resolvidas, bem como as relagdes
do Afeganistdo com os paises vizinhos, através
de um processo ambicioso e continuado assente
num modelo tipo jirga que envolva as dimensoes
internas e externas do pais e que seja patrocina-
do pelos Estados Unidos e pelas Nacdes Unidas
e apoiado pelos cinco Membros Permanentes do
seu Conselho de Seguranca (EUA, Russia, China,
Franga e Gra-Bretanha), pela NATO, pela Uniao
Europeia e pelos restantes actores regionais.

Abstract

It is unarguable that the West got into Afghanistan
in October 2001 without a clear idea either of what
it was getting into or of how it was going to get out.
Without realising it, the West became involved in a
multi-player, multi-dimensional, multi-decade civil
conflict, the origins of which go back many years. It
is an unresolved struggle, over the nature of the
Afghan polity, between Islam and secularism,
tradition and modernism, town and country, Sunni
and Shia, farmer and nomad, Pashtun and Tajik,
Uzbek and Hazara.

Unless and until those problems, and Afghanistan’s
relations with its neighbours and near neighbours,
are addressed through an ambitious and continuing
jirga-like process, internal and external, sponsored
by the US and the UN, supported by the Permanent
Five Members of the UN Security Council (the US,
Russia, China, France and Britain), NATO and the
EU, and engaging all regional players, conflict will
continue

* This article is an edited extract from the author’s latest book “Cables from Kabul: The Inside Story of the West's Afgha-
nistan Campaign”, published in May 2011 by Harper Collins Ome.

2011
N.?130 - 5.7 Série
pp- 11-17

Nacao e Defesa



