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Resumo
Perspetivas Estratégicas sobre a Disputa Sino-
Japonesa em Torno das Ilhas Diaoyu/Senkaku

Nos dltimos anos, mas particularmente nos tlti-
mos meses, testemunhamos uma crescente atengao
medidtica e académica dedicada a disputa entre
o Japdo e a Republica Popular da China no Mar
da China Oriental. O grupo de ilhas e rochedos
conhecido como Senkaku no Japdo, e Diaoyu na
China, tem assumido papel de relevo nos debates
sobre a evolugdo do ambiente securitdrio na rela-
¢ao bilateral, assim como na regiao Asia-Pacifico.
Analisando a disputa, é de realgar nédo sé as rapi-
das transformagdes a ocorrer tal ambiente securi-
tdrio, mas também o potencial para erros afetarem
o comportamento estratégico dos paises da regido.
Existe, pois, um perigo real de se desenrolar um
confronto militar, mesmo que limitado.
Consequentemente, este trabalho analisa as ca-
racteristicas preponderantes do comportamento
estratégico do Japao, no contexto da disputa ao
tomar em consideragdo as vdrias dimensdes da
analise estratégica, as suas interligagoes, e as impli-
cagdes geopoliticas e geoestratégicas resultantes.

Abstract

In recent years, but particularly in the last few months,
we have seen growing media and scholarly attention fo-
cusing on the dispute between Japan and the People’s
Republic of China in the East China Sea. The group of
islands and rocks known as Senkaku in Japan, and Di-
aoyu in China, has taken centre-stage in debates on the
evolution of the security environment in bilateral rela-
tions, as well as in the Asia-Pacific region writ large.
Looking at this dispute, one is struck not only by the
rapid changes occurring in the said security environ-
ment, but also by potential mishaps besieging the stra-
tegic behaviour of all neighbouring states. There exists
a real danger of a military conflict, however limited,
occurring.

Consequently, this paper analyses the determinant fea-
tures of Japan’s strategic behaviour within the context
of the dispute by taking into consideration the several
dimensions of strategy, how they interconnect, and the
resulting geostrategic and geopolitical implications.
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