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Resumo

No final do século XIX, Portugal era alvo de di-
versas transformagdes ao nivel politico, financei-
ro e econémico-social decorrentes da grave crise
internacional que se fazia sentir. Internamente, o
Ultimatum de 1890 levou o governo portugués a
renovar as suas orientagdes estratégicas passando
a adotar modelos econémicos mais protecionistas,
vocacionados para o mercado interno e para o Im-
pério colonial.

Em 1916, a fragil posi¢do portuguesa no plano in-
ternacional levou o pais a iniciar a sua intervengao
na Primeira Guerra Mundial, com o objetivo de re-
forcar a sua reputacdo perante os restantes paises e
garantir o reconhecimento necessdrio para manter
as suas coldnias.

O papel da Armada no conflito consistiu principal-
mente em assegurar a defesa dos portos e garantir
a seguranca das forgas expediciondrias enviadas
para as colénias.

O presente artigo pretende analisar com mais deta-
lhe a participacdo portuguesa na Primeira Guerra
Mundial com enfoque para o papel desempenhado
pela Marinha de Guerra.

Abstract
Portugal and its Navy in the Great War

By the end of the 19" century Portugal was subjected
to political, financial and socio-economic reforms as a
result of the severe international crisis. Domestically,
the Ultimatum of 1890 lead the government to renew
its strategic orientations, adopting new economic mo-
dels directed to the Portuguese market and the colonial
empire.

Sixteen years later, in 1916, Portugal’s fragile interna-
tional position led the country to join the 1 World War,
with the objective of reinforce its reputation towards
other countries and assure the necessary recognition to
maintain its colonies.

Portuguese Navy participation in the war consisted
mainly on assuring the ports defence and guaranteeing
the safety of the expeditionary forces sent to the colonies.
The article analyses the Portuguese participation in the
1 World War, focusing on the role played by its Navy.
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