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Resumo

A Madeira, situada numa zona de intersecdo,
crucial para os interesses britanicos e alemaes, no
Atlantico préximo-sul europeu e norte africano e a
entrada do Mediterraneo, despertou, desde o final
do século XIX, multiplas cobigas, que a diploma-
cia portuguesa, apesar de condicionada, foi conse-
guindo gerir e, de uma forma geral, usar a favor
dos interesses globais de Portugal.

Com uma importancia geoestratégica fundada e
(re)criada ao longo século XIX, mas sempre susten-
tada nos interesses das grandes poténcias continen-
tais com projegdo naval e imperial, a Madeira viveu
de perto o aproximar da guerra também pelo facto
de nela existirem duas importantes comunidades
britanica e germanica, que nao se podiam manter
alheadas da crise internacional.

Depois, com o envolvimento direto de Portugal e a
expansdo da atividade dos submarinos alemaes, a
ilha foi bombardeada por duas vezes: a primeira, em
dezembro de 1916; a segunda em dezembro de 1917.
Foi o tinico espago portugués no hemisfério Norte a
sofrer um ataque de tal dimensao, ao qual se podem
ainda juntar as intimeras vezes em que se registou
ou houve apenas noticia da atividade dos subma-
rinos no mar do arquipélago, com todas as conse-
quéncias politicas e militares, que dai resultaram.

Abstract
Madeira Island during the Great War (1914-1918):
Politics and Defense Topics

Madeira island, situated in a zone of intersection, near-
-South European and North African Atlantic and close
to the entrance of the Mediterranean, was crucial to the
British and German interests and aroused their atten-
tion since the late nineteenth century. In general and
despite its typical constraints, the Portuguese diplo-
macy was successful whenever it had to deal with the-
se intentions and concerns, using Madeira to promote
Portugal’s global interests.

With an established geostrategic importance, (re)created
throughout the nineteenth century and always sustai-
ned in the interests of the major continental power with
imperial and naval projection, Madeira lived very clo-
sely the prelude to World War, because it had two im-
portant British and German communities that could not
distance themselves from the international crisis.

Then, with the military involvement of Portugal and the
expansion of German submarines activities, the island
was bombed twice: first, in December 1916 and later in
December 1917. It was the only Portuguese possession
in the northern hemisphere to suffer such an attack, ad-
ded by numerous registered submarines activities in the
archipelago sea, which had political and military conse-
quences.
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