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Abstract

Despite the fact that the organisations involved in
extremism and violence are well-known, as are
their ideological justifications for the actions they
undertake, much less is understood by most obser-
vers about the individual rationales of their mem-
bers for the activities that they support. A common
conventional assumption is that the rationale for
extremist behaviour is rooted in doctrines derived
from the Islamic corpus and its alleged propensity
for violence.

This analysis, however, seeks to demonstrate that a
more comprehensive and satisfying explanation is
related to historical, social and psychological fac-
tors and that, furthermore, the current wave of
“Islamic terrorism” differs little from preceding
waves of extremist violence that seek to confront
and replace the state.

Resumo
O que é o Inimigo?

Apesar do facto de as organizagdes envolvidas no extre-
mismo e na violéncia serem bem conhecidas, tal como as
justificagoes ideoldgicas relativas as agdes que realizam,
muito menos entendida pela maioria dos observadores
sdo os fundamentos individuais dos membros que as
apoiam e executam. A suposicdo convencional comum
assenta no argumento de que o comportamento extre-
mista estd enraizado em doutrinas derivadas do corpus
isldmico e da sua suposta propensdo para a violéncia.
Esta andlise procura demonstrar que uma explicagio
mais abrangente e satisfatoria pode estar relacionada
com fatores histéricos, sociais e psicologicos e que, além
disso, a atual onda de “terrorismo islamico” difere pouco
das ondas precedentes de violéncia extremista que
enfrentaram e tentaram substituir o Estado.
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