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Resumo

Este artigo analisa o surgimento de Vladimir Putin
como opositor do Ocidente. Liderada por Boris Ielt-
sin, a traumatica transi¢cdo para o pds-comunismo
dos anos 1990 gerou as condigdes que levaram o
Kremlin a desenvolver uma politica externa em
oposicao aos aliados ocidentais. Acreditando estar
“cercada” pela NATO e pela Unido Europeia, Mos-
covo assumiu uma postura crescentemente asser-
tiva que terminaria com as interveng¢des militares
na Geoérgia e na Ucrania. Esta assertividade russa
deu origem a uma “nova guerra fria”. O artigo pre-
tende demonstrar que a competi¢do geopolitica
com a Russia constitui um elemento estrutural da
politica internacional contemporanea.

Abstract
Breaking the Encirclement: Putin’s Russia and the
New Cold War

This article purports to trace Viadimir Putin’s emer-
gence as an uncompromising adversary of the West. Led
by Boris Yeltsin, Russia’s traumatic post-communist
transition of the 1990s created the conditions for the
Kremlin to define a foreign policy in opposition to the
Western allies. Believing itself to be encircled as a result
of NATO and European Union enlargement, Moscow
adopted an increasingly confrontational posture, even-
tually leading to military interventions in Georgia and
Ukraine. In short, Russian assertiveness has provoked a
new Cold War. The article traces this process and con-
cludes that geopolitical competition with Russia is now
a structural feature of contemporary international poli-
tics.

2018
N.° 150
pp. 116-148

116

Nacao e Defesa



